
Home News Politics Sports Entertainment Money Go Momma Blogs Weather Traffic Shopping/Classifieds Jobs Real Estate Cars Site Map

Search  Site     Archives - Free since 1987      Web                     

 

Most emailed  

The girl in the 
window  

Recession has 
arrived in Florida, 
economists say  

Father charged with 
third-degree 
murder in son's 
fatal overdose  

With a look, mauled 
dog wins reprieve  

Woman's plight 
brings special-ed 
training to life  

Human 
Interest_News  

Army veteran 
disputes VA clinic's 
decision to end his 
vending contract  

'Get a life' is tacky. 
Disagree? Hey, get 
a life  

Woman's plight 
brings special-ed 
training to life  

Church official's 
stolen guitar is 
recovered  

Special report 

Jeb Inc. 
A 
timeline 
on Jeb 
Bush's 
career and details 
on his speeches, 
corporate ties and 
associates.  

More special reports 

Video report 

Teaching 
Piano 
Lessons 
for 80 
years. 
At 95-years old, 
Elba Ruilova still 
teaches piano 
lessons four 
afternoons a week 
from her west 
Tampa home. She 
began teaching 
when she was 15.  

More video reports  

Multimedia report 

Park and 
Walk 
The 
Times 

4Frontiers interns research colonizing Mars  

By Nomaan Merchant, Times Staff Writer  
In print: Saturday, August 2, 2008  

NEW PORT RICHEY — In the summer, 
some college students work. Others 
volunteer, travel or take classes.  

Graduate students Tara Allen, Alex 
Stimpson and John Truett took a 
different path. For the past two months, 
they've thought about how humans 
might live on Mars.  

All three intern at 4Frontiers, a local 
company that focuses on settlement of 
the Red Planet.  

"Mars has all the resources of a 
permanent destination," said company 
CEO Mark Homnick. "What you do when 
you get there is just as important as how 
you get there in the first place."  

Inside 4Frontiers' one-story offices on 
Grand Boulevard, the three interns help 
Homnick and vice president Joseph 
Palaia IV with designs for a Mars 
settlement.  

Allen, who graduated in May from 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, 
uses a computer to design futuristic 
homes on the Red Planet, complete with 
couches, game systems and flat-screen 
TVs.  

"You want it to have some luxury and amenities, but you don't want it to be too excessive," 
Allen said.  

Stimpson and Truett, both 2007 graduates of the University of Florida, work on building a 

John Truett, from 
left, Tara Allen and 
Alex Stimpson of 
4Frontiers in New 
Port Richey research 
ways for humans to 
colonize Mars. 

[LANCE ARAM ROTHSTEIN | Times]
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greenhouse fit for Mars.  

"Our generation is saying, 'Yeah, going back to the moon is cool, but we've already been 
there,' " Stimpson said. "Let's take the next step."  

On most days, the interns look like regular office employees. They type proposals and compile 
research from the Web, often collaborating with other unpaid interns throughout the world.  

But the projects they pursue are anything but ordinary. One example is a 200-page pilot for a 
reality TV show titled MarsBase1.  

The show — described as "Road Rules, but on Mars" by Allen — would feature teams dressed 
in spacesuits, competing in physical and mental challenges.  

Stimpson and Truett wrote much of the pilot using research from NASA and other sources.  

"It's mainly to generate public interest in the field," Truett said. "And ideally, a TV show could 
generate quite a bit of revenue for the actual building of stuff (on Mars)."  

The interns are waiting to hear back from several TV people about the pilot.  

As for the greenhouses, living spaces and other parts of the settlement they have designed, 
the interns acknowledge most of their work will never be used.  

By the time humans reach Mars — a process that will take years, if not decades — new 
technology likely will have replaced what 4Frontiers has now.  

But the interns, who return to graduate school this fall, hope their work this summer will 
influence future pioneers.  

"Frankly, I would not want them to use exactly what we have," Stimpson said. "We're going to 
have better ways of doing exactly what we designed for now. ... Hopefully, some of the 
baseline work that we're doing will still be useful."  

Nomaan Merchant can be reached at nmerchant@sptimes.com or .  
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