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Vernon holds a B.S. in Mining Engineering from Texas Western College and an M.S. in Geology from 
the University of Texas at El Paso. His work in mining and exploration spans 30 years and his work 
experience extends from the underground miner with dynamite and a pick in hand to managing 
international exploration offices that oversee multiple million dollar projects. He has conducted multi-
national exploration in Asia, including Afghanistan, Korea, Thailand, and Indonesia, as well as in both 
North and South America, for metallic and non-metallic commodities such as limestone, gold, oil and 
gas, copper, and uranium, to name a few. Coming full circle, he now works to motivate and educate 
the next generation of scientists and engineers, as a professor of Geology at Del Mar College in Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 
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